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Le it is come to paſs, 3 05 as 
He cried, and they would not hear ; * 


| they cried, and I would not hear, 


| ſab the Lord * . 


Is . HE 'conntxion of theſe 1 : 


STII 


of 17 you will eaſily obſerve by read- 


655 ing the context; and I. ſhall 
5 have occaſion to refer to it in 

the ſequel of my diſcourſe, and 
therefore ſhall immediately enter upon what 


3 in the following oy” method. 


©: 8 the cries, or calls, of Gad 


7 his mellenger to a ſinful ff 
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AS erious Exbortation 
II. Tu EIR not hearing him. 


III. TE cries of ſuch a Lebe to Cod! in 


their diſtreſs. Z 
IV. His not hearing them, 


1. . Cad, crying to a 'Gofu | 
And here it is proper to take no- 


: | people. 
"tice of the matter and the manner of his 
_ 1 5 


＋ H 2 matter; 


turning to a regular manner of life. 


This! is included in one 
ae comprehenſive word, repentance ; the 
import of which is expreſſed in a variety of 
Phraſes, ſignifying the ſame thing, of which 
none are more ſuited to convey the full idea, 
; than thoſe of the prophet Jaiab, chap. i i. ver. 
16, 17. Ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well, It 13 
is alſo repreſented by turning. The conduct 5 
of our life being frequently called our way, 
and ſinners going wrong (upon which account 
| they are called ranſgreſſors) repentance is re- 
Upon 
which account, that which f in the original 3 


Hebrew is di 1 00. ing one's way, our tranſlation | 
properly renders . the conver per ſation a- Þ 


right, Fail. . 23. 


Ox the uſe of this manner of 3 
the Scripture | Is full, andi it 18 is needleſs to men- b 
tion ; 


o REYENTAN CE. 3 


ton particular texts; as it is to obſerve other 
forms of ſpeaking, which, tho' founded in 
rariety of metaphors, are ſynonymous, 67 


| cractly equivalent: ſuch as waſhing, making , 
kan, and the like. This turning is what 
Jar divines call converſon, and very proper- 
1 to expreſs the ſenſe of the holy men of 
. And our Catechiſm deſcribes repentance 5 
$42 turning from ſin unto God; juſtly repre- 
knting the ſenſe of the evangelical prophet, 
Ha. lv. 7. Let the wicked jorſake his way; 


ind the unrighteous man his thoughts, and tet 
bm return to the Lord, &c. 


Ap as we are called to repentance in 

9 general, we find frequent exhortations to the 

4 particular inſtances of it, in reference to the 

i two great branches of our duty, which Chriſt 

calls he reo commandments, Matt. xxii. 40. 

t uz. love to God and our neighbour. The 
A toly writings are full of inſtances in relation 
i tb each, That people to which the prophets 
ere immediately ſent, were prone to ido- 

J ktry and ſuperſtition, to an impious con- 

FJ tmpt or depravation of divine inſtitutions; 
and how frequently are they called to correct 
their management in this reſpect ? And when 
they were more obſervant of God's ordinan- 
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4 A Serious Exhortation 
ces of worſhip, they lived in a notorious con- Ge 
tempt of foc:al duties, and indulged themſelves M Es 
in horrid impurities. Upon this account they | 2 
are perpetually challeng'd by the Spirit in the MW 1 
prophets, and warned to reform. It would the 


| be endleſs to cite particular paſſages 1 in other Ja. 


: propheſies, I ſhall confine myſelf to this 14 
vhere my text is. And I need go no farther in 
than the chapter from which I have taken it, W acc 
The ſeventy years captivity had indeed cured © 28 
them of idolatry ; but how did they manage MW an! 
in the worſhip of God ? We find them charg d, ; ap 
that in their ſolemn fofts they acted an inſin- yo! 
cere and hypocritical part. Their 7ndevotion 
was ſcandalous, even in their neareſt ap- 
. proaches to God: Their lives proved it, and JI Ti 
their conſciences convicted them of it; and 
therefore the Searcher of hearts expoſtulates Y 
with them upon it, ver. 5. Did ye at all fa Ut; 


unto me, even to me? And it follows, ver. 6. m- 


l Sh fra ry 2 bs 
et et er eg 
J TT 


. When ye did eat, and when ye did drink, ddl cal 


ye not eat for yourſelves, and drink for our- £01 
a ſelves? Their ee (and no wonder) were no © tui 
better than their faſts: Their luſts were gra- I 
tify'd, and the poor neglected; and in their I Vn 
general behaviour oppreſſion, eruelty and ma- th 
lice were ſcandalouſly abounding. Therefore 11 

. a 7 
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God called by his prophet, ſaying, ver. g. 


Execute true judgment, ſhew mercy and com- 
paſſion every man to his brother, and oppreſs © 
not the widow or fatherleſs, the ff ranger nor 
the poor, and let none of you imagine evil a- 


gainſt his brother in your heart. This is the 
matter of God's call to finners : Repentance 
in general, and the particular inſtances of it, 


according as we have more eminently offended 


againſt the rules of devotion, purity, juſtice, 


and charity. The ſum of which we have in the 


apoſtle s words, where he repreſents it as the 


yoice of the goſpel, that denying ungodlinefs = 
and worldly luſts, we Should live feberly, and 


righteoufl 95 and godly in this preſent world; 


Ti it. ii. 12. am to conſider, 


2. Tyr manner of this tl A hare 


I ſhall only take notice of one circumſtance, 


dig. the earneſineſs of it, which ſeems _ 
mated, I think, in the expreſſion cried. The 
call of the great God muſt neceſſarily infer 
condeſcenſion ; as he is ready to forgive the re- 
turning ſinner, it is all goodneſs; and a God 
of truth cannot deal deceitfully, ſo that the 
ſincerity of his call is unqueſtionable : But 


the earneſtneſs of it deſerves particular notice. 


It is obſerved, ver. rf that the Lord cried by 
for mer 
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6 A Serious Exhortation 


former prophets, when Jeru falem was in prof. 
perity; and, Ferem. xxix. 19. he ſpeaks of 
rijſing up early, and ſending his ſervants, And 


how much he had their reformarion and lafety | 

at heart, appears by the variety of meſſengers | 
| he ſent, the various methods he uſed, and the 

long patience he exerciſed ; and particularly 
by the affectionate and vehement expreſſions 
with which he inſpired them that were ſent 
In how lively images does 
he repreſent their fin and its conſequences? | 
Iſa. i. 4. Ab finful nation, a people laden with | 
iniquity, a ſeed of evil-doers, children that } 
are corrupters ; they have forſaken the Lord, 
they have provoked the Holy One of Ifrael i | 
And ver. 21. How ts the faithful city | 
With what vehemence } 
| does he beat them out of the refuge of lies! 
e 11. To what purpoſe is the multitude of | ſaith 
WH 
85 preſentation does he make of the calamities Ys 

in which their obſtinacy would iſſue! Dur 

: country 7s deſolate, your cities are burnt with 
fire, your land ſtrangers devour it in your N = 
b. 


JI: 


to warn them. 


anger. 
Become an barkt ! 


your ſacrifices unto me? What a terrible re- 


preſence, &c. So ver. 28. to the end. 


How convincingly does he ſometimes ju- | 
ity bus own conduct, and Maney: every plea } 
they 


lea? 
mr 7 


will 
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70 REPENTANCE. 7 


they might be ſuppoſed to make, even their 
own conſciences being judges! Ia. v. 3. And 


ww, O inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and men of 


ſudah, judge, I pray you, between me and my. 
uneyard, what could have been dane more, & 


0 Jer. ii. . What iniquity have your fathers 
found in me? 80 Esel. xviil, 25. Is not my 
way equal? are not your ways unequal ? 
How ſtrongly does he expoſtulate ! Fer. 
xi. 27. O Jeruſalem, wilt not thou be made 
clan ? "oben ſhall it once be? what will ye do 
in the end thereof? So Ezeh. xviii. 31. Why 
wil ye die, O houſe 1 Iſracl ? See Yo. k 2. 
Yr. xliv. 4. 1 5 
How tends on he e hin 
{fire of ſaving them, and his unwillingneſs 
of deſtroying t them] Ezek. xvii. 32. I have 
n pleaſure in the death of him that dieth, 
Y (tb tbe Lord God. And ver. 2 3. Have I 
. Boy pleaſure at all that the wicked ſhould die, 
s | ſath the Lord God, and not that be Jpould re 
an from his ways and live? 1 
How low does he tad: as to 4 5 
erms of forgiveneſs ! Yer ML 12; 13+ Return, 
tou backſliding Iſrael, ſaith the Lord, and I 
u not cauſe mine anger to fall upon you 3 
a Oh acknowledge thine wa &c. 
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— 1 deliver thee, Iſrael? 


= "WS dhe pray you in Chriſt's g ſtead, be ye re- = 


of oaly Hope © to be accepted 1 him. 


* — Serious Exbortation : 


How unwilling does he expreſs himſelf 
to deſtroy ! Hof. x1. 5. My people are bent to 
backſliding from me; tho they called them io 
the Mi High, none at all would exalt him --- 

How ſhall I give thee up, e bow Shall 


 AnD to ſhew his earneſtneſs in pleading 1 


with his people, he repreſents himſelf as pi. | þ 
tying thoſe whom he cannot ſpare ; PA. 


5 IXXxXiI. 1 * 0⁵ chat my People bad bearten d * 


| unto me. 


1 AVE nao all his, to ee = 
the earneſtneſs with which God calls finners WF Z 
Os repentance. As my ſubject led me, I in- 
ſtanced in paſſages out of the old prophets; 3 


to all which that of St. Paul, the great apo- 
ſtle of the new diſpenſation, is fully equiva- | 


lent, 2 Cor. v. 20. Now then wwe are ambaſa- = 


dur for Chrif, as the God did beſeech you by i. 


concild to God. Fallen finners muſt return 


to God through Chriſt the Mediator, and can | a 


II. 1 am to cone ſinners not bearing God, l 
when he thus earneſtly calls to repentance. 


My: meaning of this is evident; not bearing] 22 


18 = --: 


2 RTENTAN E. 9 


« 0 obeying. In the common uſe of lan- 
ange, ſuperiors are not heard when they 
e not obey d. Men may indeed, in the 
ll and proper ſenſe, refuſe to hear; and 
tis is the practice of too many : they will 

nt come within the ſound of divine words: 
hey reſolve not to mind, and ſo will not 

x ſpoken to; for this reaſon they abſent 
temſelves from the public aſſemblies, and if 
by have the word of God in their hor 'fos, 
fe by neglected and unopen'd. But tho” 

n read and hear too, yet if the end of 
ts ſpeaking is not anſwer'd, he is not 
d to any valuable purpoſe. Thus that 
7 to whom the antient prophets were 
are ſaid ut 40 hear with their ears, be- 

ib they would not convert and be healed ; 
Lv, 10. Their management is ſtrongly re- 
rented in Ezet. xxxiii. 30. They ſpeak eve- 
7 to his brother, ſaving, Come, I pray you, 
ear what is the word that cometh forth. 
m the Lord. And they come unto thee as 
þ people cometh, and they fit before thee as 
ek and they hear thy words, but they 


mia” 


(LW 


mt much lobe, but their heart goeth after 
of” coverouſreſs, &c. And. ſometimes to 
. C 3 their 


iat do them; for with their mouth they 
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their neglect they added ſcorn; as it's charg d 
upon them, 2 Chron. xxxv1. 16. They mocked! 
the meſſengers of God, and deſpiſed bis wards, | 
With this our $4. 


- and miſusd his prophets. 


viour charges them, Luke xili. 34. O Jeru- 

ſalem, Jeruſalem, which Lille the prophets, | 

and foreſt them which are ſent unto thee, &c. 
merely giving God's word thel 
hearing, is inſufficient without obedicnce 4 
Wherefore Chriſt iays, Matt. vi. 24. bl 
ever heareth theſe Jayings of mine, and dich 
them, &c, and John xiii. 17. If ye know theſe f 
1 And hig 

| apoſtle James, ch. i. 22. Be ye deers of the 
word, and not hearers only, deceiving your rem 


Repentance is the end of God's call; n on 
| Jin 
1 
III. 1 AM to Sa the Cries ebe . ps 
It is indeed cb 

that fins A b 
ners may be harden'd to that degree, as no p * 
to ſeck relief from God in the day of thei 0 
but it is uſually and generally” 
Gad fays of this people, In thei ia 60 


= owever, 


things, happy y are or if ye do l hem. 


= ſouls, 


and if that end be not anſwered, 


the call 1 
not heard, 


3 to God in their diſtreſs. 
potlible, and may be ſuppoſed, t 


viſitation ; 
 otherwite. 


ien they Will A me curly; Hoſea . 15] 
Ac 


is t 
mar 
thou 


þ 6, 
fert 
1 {ui 
thou 
catic 
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n it was their practice, as we find 
in the hiſtory; particularly in the hook of 
fudges, chap. iii. I 5. iv. 3. And indeed this 
the voice of nature; as appears from the 
mariners in Fonab, chap. i. 6. What meaneſt 
tm, O fleeper? ariſe, call upon thy God, * 
þ be that God will think upon us, that ue 
teriſh not. Indeed it is ſo natural, that when 
ben evil ſurpriſes, our very indeliberate 
thoughts are directed to God, and our appli- 
ations to him often prevent our formed 
raſonings. Thus the greateſt ſtrangers to 
prayer, will oftentimes, without a form or 
monitor either, lift up their eyes to God, 
and utter words expreſſing their expectations 
« his help, when a ſudden danger threatens, 
an unexpected ſtorm ariſes. This is bead 7 


5 tiully repreſented 1 in the cvüth Eſalm, where 
Wit expreſſion fo often recurs ; Then they : 
sd to the Lord i in their trouble. This hap- . 
ens eſpecially when the caſe is out of the. .- 
| Ich of common methods: when they can- 


wt help themſelves, and have none elſe to 
o it: when, as it is in Job xix. 13. their 


Mirthren are far from them, and their ac- 
Wiwintance are eftranged ; their kinsfolk fall, . 
1 ind their familiar friends forget them; or, as 


C 2 pc David 
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David faith, when help faileth, and mo my 
careth for their ſoul, Pſal. cxlii. 4. eſpecially 
when death makes ſwift - - ſenſible advances] 
5 Phyſici IC14ANS appearing to be of no value, and 
there weeping friends are miſerable comforters 
I need not enter farther into particy 


lars ; in ſuch caſes men muſt be very ſtupid | 


7 indeed if they did not yy to God. 


IV. LasTLY, Tam to 1 God's ml 


; hearing the cries of ſuch people in their dil 
ſtreſs, as would not hear him when he called 


them to repentance. And under this head 


ſhall offer my e in the 5 2 
ticulars. 
Y Tu 1 S is not to be underſtood as aþ4 

_ polutely declarative of the event in the preſent 
world; for facts are contrary. T here hart 
been many inſtances of a good and graciout 
God's hearing the cries of ſuch in their di 
ſtreſs, as had turned a deaf ear to his call 
in their proſperity. We read in the forccited 
cviith P/al. ver. 17. that fools, becauſe of thei 


tranſgreſſion, and becauſe of their imiquities 
are affiifted ; and ver. 19. then they cry uni 


5 the Lord i im their trouble, he ſaveth them dil 
” their at reſts. And ſomething of ti 


1ll J 


and 


Icy 
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kind is matter of almoſt daily experience, 
and is to be acoounted for from the mer 
ciful nature of God, who 18 good to all, and 


bis tender mercies are over all his works. 


He is gracious and full of compaſſion, flow ta 


anger, and of great mercy, Pfal. cxly. 8, 9. 1 
Or as Jonah expreſles it, chap. iv. 2. He is 


4 gracious God, and merciful, flow to an- 


ger, and of great kinineſs, and repenteth him 
of the evil, And hence we are to account 


for his being kind 7 to the unthankjul and the 5 
evil, Luke vi. 35: gr 
Ir is true in ſome fach caſes there are 


lower degrees or ſemblances of repentance. 
As in the caſe of Nineveh, to which the 


words of Fonah refer ; and in that of Abab, 


| 1 Kings I. 27,29; when he heard the judg- 
ments denounced by El; gab, he rent his clothes, : 
and put on ſackcloth, and faſted, and went 

ly; ; upon which God faid to his prophet, ” 
Geest thou how Ahab humbleth himſelf before I 
me ? Becauſe he humbleth himſe If before me, 1 i 

will not bring the evil in his days. 


AND ſometimes the delign of providence . 


is by afflictions to bring men to repentance. } 
This is indeed the deſign of all his fatherly }þ 
correCtions, But I mean, in this method he 


ae : 


14. A Serious Exbortation 


actually accompliſhes his ſaving purpoſes. This 
is repreſented by Eliſua, Fob XXxiii. 27. He 
tooketh upon men, and if any fay, I have In. 
ned, and perverted that which is right, and it 


profited me not, he will deliver his foul from 


going into the pit, and his I life ſhall fee the 


ligůt; and he then adds, ver. 29. Lo, all theſe 


things worketh God oftentimes with man. Ay 


eminent inſtance of this we have in Manaf+ | 
feb, who was talen among the thorns, and 


bound in. ſetters, and carried to Babylon. And 
it is ſaid, When he was in affiittion, he beſought 
the Lord his God, and humbled himſelf greath, 


and prayed, and God was entreated of him, q 
and heard his ſupplication, and brought him I 
| again to Jeraſilem, into bis kingdom. And | 
it is remarkably added, Then Manaſſeh knew Þ 


that the Lord be 0as God; 2 Chron. XXXIii 
1 I, Ih 


A N D I apprehend, thick in ES conver- 


Gons, where the objects of mercy have been 


grievous offenders, and notorious criminals, 


ſore afflictions have been the means of open- 7 
ing their ears to diſcipline. The voice of the PF 
rod has prepared them for the voice of the Þ 
N word; and God has ſpared mens lives from 5 
going down to one pit, in order: to fave their 
foulsfroma worſe, — To 


7 RuPENTANCE. 15 
So that, upon the whole, it cannot abſo- 


lutely be affirm'd, that God never hears ſuch 


in their diſtreſs as had before refuſed to hear 


him. And this I might illuſtrate from the 
inſtances of his dealing with this very people 
to whom my text refers; particularly as we 
have it in that part of their hiſtory before 
referr'd to, vis. the book 4 TI —— - But 


[ ſhall wave it. 

2. IT is to be nde ge however, of 
what they may reaſonably expect: That if 
they will not hear God, he will not hear them. 


Jo this purpoſe he has declared himſelf in 
his word; and the declaration is juſt. What- : | 
ever reſerves ſovereign goodneſs may have 
made, the equity of this general appointment 
is inconteſtable, and ought to regulate our 
expectations. If God be ſo good as to call 
ſinners to repentance in ſuch a manner as I 
have repreſented, and they refuſe him, can 


they have any reaſon to expect that in their 


cries for help they ſhall not be denied! ? This 
matter may be ſafely referr'd to every man's 
own conſcience ; which, if it may be heard, 


will give it againſt the ſinner. Who will 


gay it is not juft with God to neglect thoſe 
FJ who thus flight him? And hl not the God 
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16 A Serious Exhortation 
of the whole earth do right? Can any other 
be expected? Whatever God may do ſome. 
times while we are in a ſtate of probation, 
we are not to expect that he will not relent |} 
our unworthy treatment of him. This is in- 
timated in that expoſtulation with this people, 
which we find Judges x. 10. When the chil. 
dren of Tjrael cried to the Lord under the 
oppreſſion of the Ammonites, he an ſwers, 17 
bave forſaken me, and ſerved other G ods, Where- 
fore Twill deliver you no more. Go cry unto | 
the Gods which ye have choſen, 2 them deliver | 
x you in the time of your tribulation, ver. 13, 14. 
3 . 3. As it 18 what they may reaſonably EX- | 
1 pect, ſo it is what we have many terrible ex. | 
| amples of 1 in this preſent ſtate. TIT might in- 
ſtance in the old world, who repented not af | 
N preaching of Noah; God ſpared them for 
a hundred and twenty years, but at laſt te | 
Hood came ond deftroy'd them all. We may | 
well imagine, that, when it was tbo late, | 
they ſaw thels error : No queſtion they cried | 
to God in their inconceivable diſtreſs, but it 
4 was to no purpoſe; no more than if they : ' | 
had begg'd the rain to ſtop, or the ſea to re- 8 
tire. God was as inexorable as the fierce r 


0 element; as deaf to them as they had been 
to 


to REPENTANCE. 17 


to bim I might alſo repreſent the caſe of $5- 
dom and Gomorrah, and of the ſeven nations of 
Canaan, &c. but I chuſe to take notice of his 


dealing with his own people. The ten tribes 


were carried into a captivity from whence 


they never returned, and are no longer a peo- 
ple. The other two, after many Warnings, 
and longer patience, were at laſt given info 


the hand of the king of the Chaldees, who 


| flew their young men With the fword, in the 


 bouſe of their ſauctuary, and had no comp Ae 


upon young man or maiden, old man or bim 


that flooped for ave, 2 Chron. 3 XXXVI. 17. And - 
what was the reaſon of this? you have it, 


ver. 16. They deſpiſed his words, and therefore 


his wrath roſe e em, till there WAS no re- 
edy. And tho after ſeventy years a rem- 


nant returned; yet, returning to their old 
courſe, wrath came upon them to the utter= _ 


mit, having filled up the meaſure of their fin, 


by killing our Lord Feſus. In forty years 
after which, Je: Aſalem was laid waſte, with 


ſuch a deſolation as made the compafſſionate 


Jeſus weep at the proſpect of what he fore- - 
told : And the account their own biſtorian es 
gives of it is the moſt ſhocking that ever was 
read; and hard muſt the heart be, that can 

read 


D 


— 


| 
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XIX, 41. 


the Lord, the Lord anſaber d him not, 1 Sam. 


to what a ſhift was he driven, and what was 
the ſucceſs? The pretended Samuel's anſwer 


. Lord is departed from thee, and become 
thine enemy? ? ver. 16. and the tragedy ended 
in n the ſaddeſt manner. His army was routed, 


read it without uncommon emotions, Lal 


Tust accounts indeed are national. But 
conſider, that the nations conſiſted of indi. 
viduals, and the public calamity was Private | 

ruin.---But I might mention the caſe of par. 
ticular perſons. To ſay nothing of Cain, to 
whom God himſelf preach d the goſpel; bata , 
his heart was hard to repent, his puniſhment | 
Was too great to be born. Saul is a re-. 
markable inſtance: God had given him many | 
calls (and there were ſome occurrences of | 
providence in his life which one would have | 
thought might have melted a rock) but he | 
| harden'd his heart (like Pharaoh) and What 
Was the conſequence? when he enquired of N 


xxviii. 6. And his account of the matter is f 
very affecting, ver. 1 5. I am fore diſtreſſed, ] 
for the Philiſtines make war again me, and 
the Lord is departed from me. Poor Saul! 


was, V, berefore then doft thou ask of me, when | 
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his three ſons killed, and himſelf wounded; 
and at laſt, to prevent an imaginary or flighter 
wil, he committed the greateſt, 7. e. ſelf- 
nurder; and fo (like Judas after him) he 
went to his proper place. I have ſingled out 
this inſtance of divine ſeverity ; but, ex- 
cept in ſome peculiar circumſtances, it 4s: 
ar from being ſingular. Witneſs the frequent 
{f-murders, which, tho generally aſcribed to 
luxury, are the effect of worldly forrow, of- 


tentimes, wrought up into deſpair, and iſſung 


in diſtraction. Men have broken their conſtitu- 
tions, waſted their eſtates, wearied their friends, 
in methods diſpleaſing to God, and contrary to 
tis warning, and then apprehending themſelves 
forſaken of heaven, plunge into hell for relief. 
Unhappy wretches! that might have found 
r at laſt for another world, if not for this, 
had they heard the rod and him that op 
pointed 5 

Bor if things are not N= SY to this 4 


ful length, how common are other terrible 


examples! Let us conſider the frequent pub- 
lic executions, in which human juſtice is the 


miniſter of divine. Let us turn our minds to 


the incurable diſeaſes, preſſing neceſſities, and 


open ſhame, Which is ſo ordinary an effect of 


V2 -:  rebelling 


20 A Serious Exhortation 
rebelling againſt God. --- Let me read the mov- 
ing repreſentation of the whoremonger $ caſe 


in Solomon's Proverbs, ch. v. 9. Leſt thou give 


| thine honour unto others, and thy years unto the 
cruel : Left [ir angers be jilled with thy wealth 
and thy labours be in the houſe of a ftranger 


and thou mourn ot loſt, when ty fleſh and | 
body are con med and ſay, How have I | 
hated inſirutFion, and my heart deſpiſed reprodf : 3] 
Could I repreſent the remedileſs tempo - | 
ral evils into which multitudes plunge them- | 
ſelves, by not hearing God's earneſt calls to re- 


pentance and reformation, as the matter de- 


. ſerves, ſurely i it w ould affect the moſt harden- 
cd. But this none can do but the Spirit of 
7 God; let us beg of him to faſten it upon the | 
imagination of mens hearts, eſpecially the 
young and uncxperienced, that they may 


: not bring themſelves into thoſe diſtreſſes, even 
in this life, out of which no prayers wall help 


them. Tho' their ſouls ſhould be faved, yet 


the deſtruction of the fleſh is unavoidable. 


God will not be intreated to turn back their 
captivity. They muſt die under the effects 
of their own folly; and perhaps too, under de- 


ſpair of finding mercy after death. Spira's 


cafe was not a ſingular inſtance, tho! there 


were 
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- W ce ſome circumſtances in it extraordinary. 
© Wiſany, I believe, have died in deſpair, tho 
e | providence has not made them a public ex- 
e Nmple. Oh, that men would hear, and fear, 
md do no more wickedly! May the inſtructions 
„ee have known affect us! 
/ W 4 HowEvrR it may be at preſent, there is 
ine coming when this will be univerſally and 
rally the caſe: That God will not regard 
their cries, who have not minded his; how long 
ſever his patience may be protracted, it will 
have an end. Whatever inſtances of paternal 1 
odneſs he may expreſs to the rebellious and 
dlobedient, there is a day at hand when their 
own prayers and others interceſſions will avail 
no more than breath againſt the wind. He 
my ſpare them one year and another, poſſibly 
to a century; but ſtill the nner of an hundred 
years old is accurſed, and when mens iniqui= _ 
ler are full, the ſentence ſhall go forth, Cut it 
iron, and nothing ſhall interpoſe to prevent 
theim mediate execution.---Death, a neceflary 
end, will come at the appointed time; and then 
the ftrongeſt cryings and tears to high (who is 
indeed able fo ſave us from death) will not avail _ 
br an hour's reſpite, tho a ſoul depends up- 
on it. The Pſalmiſt obſerves, XIX. 7 Sc. 
N 0 "They 
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E hey that truſt in their wealth, and 25 W 11 


ſelves in the multitude of their riches, none, 


them can by any means redeem his brother | 
nor give to God a ranſom for him; that i 
JPould ill live for ever, and not ſee corruptim, 


&c. It will be in vain to cry, and promiſe, | 


and vow. Time's paſt, and the decree gone 


forth, and the ſentence irreverſible. 9 
Axp from the moment of an impenitents 
departure, his caſe is abſolutely deſperate. Down 


he muſt among the ſpirits in priſon, and there 


be reſerved in everlaſting chains under darkneſ 

to the judgment of the great day. And when | 
that day comes, the final ſentence will paſs, g 
G0, ye curſed, znto everlaſting fire, prepared fur | 
the devil and his angels: As ſure as the goſ- 
pel. I cannot lay, whether, upon the departure, | 
the miſerable wretches will cry for mercy ; and | 
therefore ſhall not repreſent what would make } 

A ſhocking ſcene : But this J am ſure of, their 

; petitions. wou Id be rejected, and that with | 


ſcorn; according to that, 77 ſet at nought all my 
; counſel, and would none of my reprogf; Tail! 
al laugh at your calamity, and mock when your 
fear cometh. And tho it be the dreadfulleſt | 
truth in the whole liſt of certainties, and the | 


har deft ſaying that was ever uttered, yet ſo 
it 
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+ will be, ſo it muſt. be, for the mouth of the 
In hath ſpoken it. The faithful and true 
witneſs has ſpoken once, yea twice, and more; 
There the worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched, Mark ix. 48. The goodneſs, grace, 


ad mercy of God towards ſuch as hear and 


they, will be no more matter of admiration 
oall eternity, than his ſeverity towards thoſe 
Eſpiſers who ſhall wonder and periſh for 
ger: For infinite wrath, as well as infinite 
love, equally ſwallow up thought. I can have 

thing more ſolid to ſupport 55 


(Tori the'erles, the careſt cal 


of God, when he urges to repentance, 


nad beſeeches to be reconciled, and I ſhall urge 
dis matter to the beſt advantage I can. The 
. MW irro7s of the Lord have already been ſet 
before you ; and no account can be given of | 
„ ther not influencing your conduct, but their 
15 otbeing believed, or not confidered. Which is 

J our caſe? Do we deny the revelation? Are we 
J © well Gatisfy'd that the prophets of old did not 
peak as + they. were moved LB the Holy Ghoſt, —— 


and 


_— - this perſuaſion, that the {criptures are a cunKY : 


in which God will render to every man ac. 


for our living as we liſt, and deſpiſing the 


ä Serious Exhortation 


and that Chriſt Hale of himſelf, and that th 
word which his apoſtles preached was mere 
human, that we can venture our ſouls up, 


zingly deviſed fable, and all its denunciation 
againſt obſtinate ſinners an innocent noiſe] 
which may frighten the weak, but ſhould no 
move the wiſe? Are we very fure that there i 
no future ſtate, nor judgment-day appointed, 


_ cording to his works? This would account 


voice of our teachers. But I am perſuaded there 


. are few, if any, who are arrived at this pleropho- 


are very apt to hope, and very deſirous to be- 


ry, or full aſſurance of infidelity ; and have nof 
reaſon to think I have: any ſuch in this audience. 
It is more common for people to be in ju: 


penſe. Men Who are not willing to reform, 


lieve, that God is too good to make any man 
5 miſerable, eſpecially for ever. But is it wil . 


dom to ſet the partial opinion ofa biaſo d mind, Ml... 


againſt ſtrong probability and plain facts? 
The evidences of religion are ſupported by ar- 
guments which an unprejudiced mind cannot 


reſiſt. The matter of fact, that Chriſt was 


raiſed from the dead, and in a. conſequence his 
doctrine ö 
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Grine from God, has all the atteſtation ſuch 
matter can admit. If it be ſaid, that no mi- 
le can aſſert any thing unworthy of God, 
chat aſſurance have we, that this of ſinners 
bang puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction, is 
aatrary to the nature and perfections of the di- 
ne Being? Are we ſatisfy d that he is not infi- 
ch juſt, as well as merciful? and do we not 
in fact the terrible appearances of it? Re- 
ale&the inſtances I mentioned under another 
tad. Some degree of ſeverity muſt be con- 
ſent with infinite mercy, as appears from 
sdaily adminiſtrations ; and who can ſay to 
Wi: juſtice, hitherto ſhalt thou go, and no farther? 
argument from boundleſs goodneſs, as ſome 

jen wou'd manage it, Ithink, infers, that there 
ſhould be no evil in this world, no more than in 5 
enext; and we know that thoſe arguments 
ich prove too much, prove nothing at all. 
bitl have a word to theſe people in ſuſpenſe; 
tis what has been faid often, vi. that vir- 
wes the ret fide. I know indeed by whom 


ow too, it has never been anſwered : And 

at has miſled ſuch as have objected againſt 

Lapprehend to be their not diſtinguiſhing 
E. between 


us argument has been ridiculed; but K 
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between demonſtration of truth, and er 
mination of one's conduct in dubious caſes, ] 
think in good reaſoning this is the / Jafeſt way, 

© 1)erefore I'll take it; and a wiſe man woygM* © 
_ certainly chuſe that conduct in which there z co 


leaſt hazard; eſpecially where there's no pro. LI 
portion in the damage to be ſuſtained, Int. 
there be no future ſtate, we are all equal Ml & 

if there be, where ſhall the pins ans and tie bear 


2 icged appear „„ enc0 


Bur I am to remember I am ſpeakin tion, 

to believers, and ſo our want of con :derationM 0% 
is our ruin. We 1 in a ſenſe believe, but da dat 
not lay to heart, what we acknowledge to be 4% 
true: Either our minds are ſo ſunk in flotl P.. 
and indolence, or amus d with trivial purſuits) ſoal 
or immers'd in buſineſs, that they are not in tio 

a condition to attend to the things which arg Th 
not ſeen, which are eternal; and we are ben 


in a way to be a8 effectually undone for want that 
of thought, as we ſhould be for want of faith) be 
But ſure if theſe things are true, they deſerv bat 
to be conſider'd, and muſt be own'd of im l 


: portance enough to engage our attention deb 
and if that attention be not in proportion t 1 
au 


| the weight, are we not, in the language 0l 


1 


* 
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16 fooliſh people and unwiſe, . What won- 
bought work! © I muſt repent at God's 
call now, or be out of the reach of his 


0 compaſſion for ever.” But, 


mtter before you in, a more agreeable light. 


ber God, he will hear us; and what vaſt | 
encouragement is there in ſuch an expecta- 
tion, eſpecially when there are ſuch expreſs 
romiſes to ſupport it? The P/ahniſt tells us, 
that the eyes of the Lord are upon the righ- 
ee, and his ears are open | to their cry, 
M. Mxiv. 15. 1 Pet. iii. 12. Ifa. viii, 9. Then 
ſalt thou call, and the Tort ſhall anſaber; ; 
thou ſhalt cry, and he ſhall jay, Here J am. 
The promiſe is as ſure as the thr catening, 
being uttered by God, that cannot lie. He 


Ine the evil; Then ſhall they cry unto the Lord, 
Ml but be will not hear them, he will even hide 
lis face from them at that time, as they bave 
behaved themſelves ill in their doings, Micah 
ll. 2, 4. The fame true and faithful God his 
alur'd the feed of Jacob that they Hall not ſeek 
5 | has 


krs would the proper admittance of this 


LET me change the ſcene, and Tt: ths 735 


E is fairly intimated in my text, that if we 


that has ſaid of thoſe who hate the 200d, and 
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his face in dain; ; Ia. Ixv. 19. And how pre. 
cious is the promiſe? Pſal. xci. 15. He ſhall cal 


upon me, and I will anſiber him; I will M en 
with him in trouble, I will deliver him, an be 
| hear him. And how full is the whole book dd off life 
God of declarations to this purpoſe! And cal ce 
this conſideration fail of being effectual, if H u 
be really believ d, and duly conſider' d. Cl 


LET ws therefore hear the concluſion of th u 
whole matten; Fear God, and keep his con- | 


mandments. To this purpoſe 4wi/dom cries; Ml A 


_ night produce: You know not what ball | 


that man that is born of a woman is 2 few! 


- days, and full of trouble, Job xiv. 1. Yu 


and underſtanding puts forth her voice. Do 5 

not let us flatter ourſelves---to hear i is to obey; 50 

and without it, whatever pretences we make, f 

|. we do but contemm God, and we have head + 
how he will reſent it. People in proſperity may i 
perhaps ſet light by both the threatning and » 

the promiſe. They have no changes, there-Mf = 

ore they fear not God. But let me put ſuch i 

in mind, that they live in a changing world, | « 


and know not what a day may bring forth, 


bein the morrow. This you may depend upon, 


: have en to expect your! ſhare of it, unleſs] , 
fomething 
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h more terrible, even PA death, 


prevent it. Be perſuaded therefore toheark. 
en to the call of God, as ever you expect 
he ſhould hear your cries in the troubles. of 
lie and agonies of death: As ever you hope to 


eſcape i in that day when the diſobedient of all 
anks, high and low, rich and poor, together, 
will call upon the mountains and rocks to fal! 


yon them, and hide them from the face of the 
lamb, and him that fitteth upon the throne : 


As ever you propoſe to eſcape that place, where I 


you 1 ſhall cry for forrow of heart, and houl for 


wxation of ſpirit; and from whence you | 
ſhall not be releaſed till you have paid the ut= _ 
termoſt farthing: As ever you hope to ſtand 
in judgment, and in the congregation of the _ 
righteous, and be admitted inhabitants of that 


world, where the-cries of God will be turned 19 


into commendations of the good and faithful 5 
krvants, and theirs into ſhouts of Joy, and 


ſongs of praiſe, with which the regions of — 
the bliſsful world ſhall ring forever. 5 ü 


Bur what you do, do quichly make haſte, 7 


and delay not Do not ſay, to-morrow I will 


bear, repent, reform, for ye know not where 
you ſhall be to-morrow. Now 7s the accepted 0 


time, 
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tine, now is the day of ſalvation. Before the 
ght of another day, you may be in that place 
of torment, where God never calls, and from 

whence he never hears. To- day if ye will bear 
bis voice, harden not your hearts: Hear, and 4 
your fouls ſhall live. This will be your hap- 1 
pineſs, and therefore it is your. wiſdom, ; 
So bei 1 e 


